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FOREWORD 


To the Plow and Seventy-five Years of The Wheatland Plowing Matches 

The Plow is one of the oldest tools devised by man reaching back to the time 
of Elisha the prophet who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen when his great day 
came to receive the mantle of Elijah. 

It is mentioned in the Bible fifteen times from Genesis 45:6 on down through 
the ages to I Cor. 9:10. From a crude implement of ancient Egyptians it today is 
one of the most efficient implements used on the farm. The modern plow is really 
an instrument, refined through the years by many men who by trial and error have 
brought forth the splendid implement that it is today. 

Plows have been made of many elements from crooked sticks to the modern shin- 
ing steel, laminated of three thin sheets, the two outer layers of high carbon steel 
and the inner layer of tough softer steel welded into a single piece the better to resist 
the strains and stresses encountered in cleaving and lifting and turning the furrows 
to fit the soil to receive the seed the farmer sows in hope to provide bread for his 
own and his fellow man’s loved ones. 

Great men through the ages have been Plowmen. 

Cincinnatus, one of Rome’s great generals was called to leave his plow to sub- 
due the enemies that threatened to take the city. In our own history Israel Putman 
left his plow to win victory of arms over the enemy in Revolutionary times. 

Ah! the plowman is no weakling, the very nature of his work builds character 
and stamina, which we need to build a stronger nation today. 

Many of our great industrial leaders have been plow makers, from Frank Wood 
of 1807 in New York who at one time made plows using cast iron moldboards. James 
Oliver of South Bend; John Deere of Rock River Country first used discarded saw 
blades to form the steel moldboards of his earliest plows. Many of the Pioneer 
blacksmiths made plows for their farmer patrons and in a shop at Naperville employ- 
ing less than twenty men, a Mr. Jones made and sold over 5000 hand plows in less 
than two decades. Many of these plows went west with the covered wagon trains to 
turn the soil of Iowa and the new West of the sixties and seventies of the last century. 

The Wheatland Plowing Match began in 1877 to show that man could draw a 
straight, true furrow of wonderful conformation and evenness. 

So here’s to the Plowing Match of Wheatland. There are others to be sure but 
we hope to keep our Plowing Match in the lead of them all. So now to the historians. 

Seventy-five years ago—and now! In all fields of man’s efforts what changes 
have occurred! Men and women now living can well recall the tremendous revolu- 
tions which have taken place. Seventy-five years is not long in which to measure his- 
tory, but during no seventy-five years perhaps, have more radical changes and de- 
velopments taken place than within the seventy-five years spanned by the existence 
of the Wheatland Plowing Match Association. 

Almost as revolutionary as collateral developments have been the changes within 
the Association, and in the Match itself. Seventy-five years ago, horse drawn walking 
plows were the sole entries in the Match. Today, the most modern, tractor drawn, 
gang plows compete for prizes under the rules set up by the founders of the Match. 

These seventy-five years have seen the coming of so many modern developments 
that one cannot attempt to name them. But when it is recalled that every one who 
attended the first Match came in horse drawn vehicles, or on foot; never had heard 
of.a telephone, an electric light, a radio, a television set, an aeroplane, a gasoline 
engine, a paved country road; had no delivery of mail to his home, no modern con- 
veniences of any nature in his home, knew little of what the rest of the world was 
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doing; the tremendous advancement of mankind during the seventy-five years be- 
comes apparent. 

And if this Association exists another seventy-five years, as well it may, readers 
of this book will be no less amazed at the advancements made during that span of 
time than we are at the achievements of the past years. Free intercourse with every 
part of the world by air has become common. Radio and television made possible 
instant knowledge of what all the myriads of mankind are doing, wherever they may 
be. Science has developed new sources of power, through which mankind has been 
released from much of the drudgery of toil. Agriculture is taking its proper place 
among the other essential industries of the nation, and a proper reward for those 
engaged in it is being made possible. 

All these things and more are not one-half as hard to conceive as the happenings 
of seventy-five years covered in the lifetime of this organization. 

An effort has been made to confine this history to such facts as are authentic 
and verified, and eliminate many details which would not be of interest to present 
day readers. 

Wheatland Township, from which the Match is named, and where it is always 
held, is situated in the extreme northwest corner of Will County. It was settled in 
1837 by Isaac Foster, in 1838 by Josiah Wightman; in 1839 by L. G. Colgrove, Chester 
Ingersoll and others. A church was organized in 1847, by Rev. M. Oburn. Elizabeth 
Hoag taught the first school, at a date unknown, but about the same time. 

The settlers of Wheatland Township included many Scotchmen and Englishmen, 
whose hardy, pioneer natures were well adapted to the work of building fertile farms 
and establishing homes on the productive soil. Thrifty and industrious, these Scotch 
and English settlers left descendants like themselves, and many of the leaders of this 
section of the country trace their line to these first pioneer folk of Wheatland. Among 
the early families which are still represented by present day families in the town- 
ship are the Pattersons, the Boardmans, the Clows, the Frys and others. 
~~ The early settlers of the Section were all good farmers, and took pride in their 
neat work in all farming activities. Competition of a friendly character existed, as 
it always does. Just how the idea started of meeting in a match to determine the best 
plowmen of the section is not known. 

Other matches of similar kind existed, and it is logical to suppose that from such 
a match the germ was brought back to Wheatland. In 1877, eatly in the year leading 
farmers of the territory were meeting, to talk over a-closer fellowship for the com- 
munity, and more profitable methods of farming. Three of those active in such a move- 
ment were James Patterson, for so many years associated with the Plowing Match, 
and its best supporter; Henry Mussey and A. S. Thomas. Discussion finally led to 
a meeting being called at the Spaulding schoolhouse, July 15, 1877. Here the Plow- 
ing Match was born. An association was formed, with Henry Mussey as president 
and A. S. Thomas, secretary-treasurer. There were twelve men in attendance at the 
meeting. 

The date of the first match was set for September 22, at the Alexander Brown 
farm, and the various events were arranged. 

George Boardman, venerable historian of the Wheatland Plowing Match Asso- 
ciation gave interesting side lights as to the considerations which may have brought 
the Match into existence. A. S. Thomas had in his employ a man named George 
Grimble, an Englishman, whose plowing was of a most excellent nature. Grimble 
had taken prizes in matches and won several years at the Kane County Fair. He also 
had worked for Robert Clow. Due to the excellence of his work, and the fact that 
he was a prize plowman, other farmers attempted to equal his work. He evidently 
added much to the sentiment for the formation of the Plowing Match, although he 
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never plowed in one, probably having left for other parts prior to the establishment’ 
of the match. 

Another interesting episode is related, of the opposition of some farmers of 
neither Scotch or English birth to the match. They evidently feared that the Scotch 
and English were too skilled to permit anyone else to win any prizes, but this mild 
Opposition soon died out, and all entered with great enthusiasm into the later matches. 

Thus the Wheatland Plowing Match was established, and has for seventy-five 
years been conducted. Six years only have seen no matches—in 1884, when James 
Patterson, then president was on an extended trip abroad, and again in 1893, during 
the World’s Columbian Exposition at Chicago, and in 1918, during the World War, 
and no matches were held in 1943, 1944, and 1945 due to the second World War. 
No match has been called off on account of weather conditions, it is told, and only 
three postponed for that reason. 

To the Wheatland Match since its inception have come the most noted visitors 
of the section and state. City and country have mingled there. It was and still is a 
favored gathering place for those seeking political favor. 

Through the medium of this annual contest of skill in an ancient art, Wheatland 
farmers have developed themselves and their sons into farmers of exceptional ability. 
Prosperity has been the lot of the majority through the years. Social intercourse at 
these matches has added to the enjoyment and development of the entire community. 
The founders built far better than they knew. 


THE MATCHES, 1877-1951 


1877 


PLAcE—Alexander Brown farm. 
DaTE—September 22, Saturday. 
ATTENDANCE—250. 


The first match was successful far beyond anticipation. While contestants were 
limited to residents of the township, all events were well filled, and much rivalry 
existed. Seven cash prizes were offered, one event being for boys under 15 years of 
age. The total value of the prizes offered was $44.00. 

The wisdom of the founders was evident in the rule that boys might compete 
for all premiums. Not only did the boy feel proud of being permitted to compete 
on a parity with his elders, but. very soon he became able to do successfully, as prize 
awards showed. These “‘boys”’ now are the men who are the section’s most success- 
ful farmers. 

It is worthwhile, for this first match, to relate the names of the entrants as 
follows: James King, John Thompson, Henry Westphal, Edward Jarman, Chas. 
Catchpole, John Netzley, John Fairweather, Jacob Levee, Chas. Brown, Robert Lee, 
W. T. Lumbard, George Boardman, Michael Faser, James Lentz, Ed. Levee and 
A. G. Brown. The judges were Daniel Birkett, Henry Mussey and Alexander Thomp- 
son. James King won the first prize of $15.00. 

At the first match, as at all succeeding ones, factory representatives of plows 
were on hand with their latest models. Sulky plows were new, and were tested for 
merit on the grounds. 

The committee reported regarding this first match: 

“We learned among other things that a furrow can be plowed straight; that 
there are men who are masters of the plow; that while we live, we progress; that sulky 
plowing is a great step in advance of all hand plowing.” 

Thus the first match passed. James Patterson was shortly afterward elected 
president, and held the office for many years to come. 
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SECOND MATCH 


1878 
PLACE—Robert Clow Farm. 
DarE—September (Exact date unknown). 
ATTENDANCE—500, 


The second match was a real test of skill. Hot, dry weather had baked the 
ground extremely hard, and a heavy growth of weeds and grass covered the field. 
The soil turned up in large lumps. Under these conditions, a larger number of 
entries contested than the year before. Prizes were more valuable, and a larger atten- 
dance was on hand to spur favorites to action. 

Good plowing under adverse conditions resulted. As on the prior match, factory 
representatives exhibited their plows after dinner. Awards in this class were also 
made. Wm. Castles won the highest prize as the best plowman, a pair of silver 
mounted bridles. 

Ladies were invited this year, and brought picnic lunches, and over 500 enjoyed 
the noonday meal in a beautiful gtove near the field on which the match was held. 


THIRD MATCH . 


1879 
PLacE—William King farm. 
Datre—September (no exact date known). 
ATTENDANCE—Over 600. 
Soil and weather conditions were ideal for good work. Larger entry lists and 
more valuable prizes were apparent. M. Fairweather won first prize in the walking 
plow contest. More interest was shown in the contests for riding plows. 


FOURTH MATCH 


1880 
PLAcE—Eli Varley farm. 
DatE—September 25. 
ATTENDANCE—850. 

Good plowing conditions prevailed, due to heavy rains a few days previous. 
Increasing interest in the match was apparent through larger attendance. Spirited 
contests in all events took place. John Thompson was awarded first prize in walking 
plow work; John Clow in sulky plowing. 


FIFTH MATCH 
1881 
PLAce—Elias Myers. 
DatE—September 15. 
ATTENDANCE—Over 1,000. 

An additional exhibit was featured this yeat—a colt show. Excellent animals 
were displayed and much interest aroused, which led to this department becoming 
one of the principal ones in following years. 

Interest in the match had spread to all parts of the township, and the aims of 
the founders were being realized many fold. Over 15 riding plows were entered. 
John Aspel was winner of the walking plow contest. H. Westphal won the riding 
plow award. 


hint pennant 


8 History OF WHEATLAND PLOWING MATCH 


SIXTH MATCH 
PLaceE—John Lumbard farm. 1882 
Date—September 16. 
ATTENDANCE—Over 900. 

At this match, competition was opened to anyone in the United States, for the 
first time. The season had been very dry and it was hard plowing for the contestants. 
John Fairweather won the walking plow event; Geo. Royce the sulky plow. 

After the picnic dinner, which had become well established by this time, Presi- 
dent James Patterson was presented with a gold headed cane, in token of the appre- 
ciation of his friends for his untiring efforts to advance farming methods. 


SEVENTH MATCH 
PLace—William King farm. ARE? 
Date—September 15. 
ATTENDANCE—Over 1200. 

It was noted at this match that interest in the event was growing, outside of 
Wheatland township, for many of these present were from adjoining townships, 
and from cities nearby, Aurora and Joliet. This match marked the change from the 
original idea as first developed, and showed that the event had taken on the nature 
of a great agricultural exhibit, of interest to outsiders as well as contestants and 
friends. 

The weather was hot and dry, and the fields were hard and packed, but good 
plowing resulted. Greates: interest was shown in the riding plow events, because 
farmers were realizing that everything should be done to free themselves and their 
sons from the more arduous work of the farm. Riding plows were in the majority. 
Adam Stark won this event. Cyrus Stark won the walking plow contest. 

Included in the exhibits were two potato digging machines, the first seen in the 
section. 

Aurora merchants were present in force and aided in making the event the 
greatest success up to date. 


EIGHTH MATCH 
1884 


This year, “Uncle’’ James Patterson was abroad and did not return until October 
1. Asa result, no match was held. 


NINTH MATCH 
1885 


No records are to be found, although the match was held. 


TENTH MATCH 
1886 


PLace—Ralton Birkett farm. 
ATTENDANCE—1,000. 

New attractions were introduced at this match, including a shooting gallery, and 
refreshment stands. A baseball game was played in the afternoon, between Naper- 
ville and Wheatland. Naperville won by the generous margin of 22-5. In the eve- 
ning a grand open air ball was held, for the first time. 
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It can be seen that the match was becoming a much greater factor in the com- 
munity life than simply a contest between plowmen. The social instincts of the 
section were being catered to, greatly to the benefit of the community. A division 
of classes was made this year. Class A, best plowing of any nature, won by Jacob 
Stark. Sulky plowing won by Matt. Demuth. 


ELEVENTH MATCH 


1887 
PLAcE—George Mather farm. 
No record of exact date or attendance. 


At this match, a valuable and most attractive department was added, the wo- 
men’s department. The Women’s Fair, as it became, included exhibits of cooking, 
sewing, fancy needlework, etc. Premiums were awarded and_ this department has 
become one of the most important of the Match. It made possible for the women 
of the farm, what their husbands and fathers were doing; development in their own 
department of farm life. John Demuth was the champion of this Match. 


TWELFTH MATCH 
1888 


PLACE—James Patterson farm. 
DaTE—September 22. 
ATTENDANCE—2,500. 


This Match, held on the farm of the esteemed and loved president, marked 
by far the greatest event to date. Held as a gala event in honor of “Uncle Jim,” the 
entire township and many visitors from afar were present. 

The ladies’ department was most attractive and interesting.. 

A grain show was formally added at this time, and resulted in many splendid 
exhibitions of grain in later years. 

A long list of prizes was awarded in all departments. Wm. Demuth won first 
prize in walking plows. John Haag was the winner in the sulky class. 

The baseball game, between DuPage and Naperville, was won by the latter by 
the score of 14-4. 


THIRTEENTH MATCH 


1889 
PLAcE—Leonard Wolf farm. 
Dare—September 21. 
ATTENDANCE—Over 2,700. 


The most striking point about this match was the remarkable manner in which 
the ladies’ department had grown. Truly wonderful exhibits, worthy of much larger 
fairs were on display. The keenest of rivalry had developed between the housewives, 
good natured, but sincere. It seemed that every home in the township was represented 
in the exhibits. 

The usual plowing events were conducted, and larger entry lists in all events 
were presented. George Johnson was first in the walking plow contest. Wallace 
Myers won the riding plow event. 
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FOURTEENTH MATCH 
1890 

PLace—Daniel and James Patterson farm. 
No exact date can be learned. 
ATTENDANCE—Over 4,000. 

The affair was billed this year as the “Annual Plowing Match and Colt Show.” 
In spite of rather inclement weather, a great attendance greeted the contests. It was 
estimated that “over 1,000 rigs and vehicles were hitched along the fences and around 


the barns.” Alvin Stark won the highest award in the riding plow class. Wm. 
Boughton was first in the walking plow event. 


FIFTEENTH MATCH 


1891 
PLAce—Asa F. Mather farm. 
Date—September 19. 
ATTENDANCE—Over 4,000. 


Town and country met in one of the most successful matches’ up to this time. 
Ladies from the neighboring cities and towns were present in large numbers, to 
see the especially fine display in the ladies’ department. Over 1,200 vehicles were 
counted on the grounds, many of them being from Aurora, Joliet and neighboring 
communities. Jacob Stark was the champion of the riding plow class. Michael Faser 
winning the walking event. 


SIXTEENTH MATCH 
1892 


PLACE—James and Daniel Patterson farm. 
DatE—September 17. 
ATTENDANCE—Over 3,500. 


No mention is to be found of any especially noteworthy events in connection 
with this Match, the usual contests, exhibits and animal shows being held. John 
L. Haag won the walking plow award, no record is noted of a riding plow contest 
this year. 


SEVENTEENTH MATCH 
1893 


This year, being the World’s Fair in Chicago, Sage ‘Uncle’? James Patterson 
is said to have remarked, ‘Well, you sce it’s this way; they are going to have a big 
time up there in Chicago. They will bring the best fruits of their labor from all 
parts of the world, ard they are going to have a Midway where all the nations of 
the world will be represented. Besides I understand that Grover Cleveland will 
be there and he’s worth going to see, for you all know he will never be the next 
President. I think it would be well to go see the Exposition and drop the Match 
this year, for we all can learn a great deal there, more perhaps than if we held the 
Match,”” There was no Match that year. 
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EIGHTEENTH MATCH 
1894 
PLAcE—W. D. Boughton farm. 
No exact date learned. 
ATTENDANCE—Over 3,000. 


After the lapse of a year during which no Match was held, the affair was re- 
newed with as great enthusiasm as previously. Large numbers of visitors, some from 
other states, were present. The customary events were held, and in addition, a new 
feature was introduced, a chicken show. By this time, the Wheatland Plowing Match 
had about all the features to be found in the average county fair, aside from the horse 
races. William Fairweather won the highest award given in gang plowing. 


NINETEENTH MATCH 


1895 
PLAcE—Peter Lantz farm. 


DaTE—September 21. 
ATTENDANCE—5,000. 


Greatly increased entry lists in all departments greeted the judges at this Match. 
More plowmen, more exhibits in the women’s department, more in everything, and 
more attractive prizes were given. The records show that Alvin Stark won the Flying 
Premium, a beautiful silver cup, denoting the best all round plowman. 


TWENTIETH MATCH 
1896 
PLAcE—Jacob Graber farm. 
Date—September 19. 
ATTENDANCE—Over 2,000. 


Cloudy weather, and much mud was the factor which greatly decreased the atten- 
dance at this Match. While conditions were not the best, contestants strove as keenly 
for good furrows, and the judges had difficulty in deciding the winners in some cases. 
This year, a new contest was introduced, the “model farms contest.” Judges made 
a personal survey of the various farms entered, and gtaded on a scale of 100 points 
the conditions found there. Six farmers entered farms. No record is given as to the 
winner of the event. Wm. Fairweather wen the Flying Premium, denoting best all 
round ability. 


TWENTY-FIRST MATCH 
1897 
PLace—David Fry farm. 
Dare—September 18. 
ATTENDANCE—5,000. 


Fair weather prevailed at this Match, contrasted with rain and mud the last 
year. Larger crowds than ever were present, with the usual complement of city people. 

The dining hall, conducted in the interests of the association, and started at some 
prior match not to be learned, did a great business on “fifty cent meals for a quarter.” 

Alvin Stark took sweepstakes again. It is worth note that this same year Mr. 
Stark won first premium at the Iowa State fair in gang, riding and walking plow 
contests, and received a special silver meda! for work with a walking plow. Wheat- 
land was turning out the world’s best plowmen, it seemed. 
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(Editor's Note—The foregoing information, of the first twenty years history of 
the Wheatland Plowing Match, was taken from a booklet published in 1898, by an 
unknown author, but supposed to have been a Joliet newspaper man. Following data 
was secured by personal investigation, chiefly from the files of the Aurora Beacon- 


News.) 


TWENTY-SECOND MATCH 
1898 
PLace—Ernest Kinley farm. 
Datre—September 17. 
ATTENDANCE—4,000. 

At this Match, Cyrus Stark won first place in the sweepstakes event. A 
souvenir booklet, commemorating the first twenty years of the Plowing Match had 
been prepared by Joliet interests and was circulated among the crowd. After thirty 
years have passed, many copies of this booklet still are to be found, carefully kept 
as the record of the events held at the various matches. 


TWENTY-THIRD MATCH 


1899 
PLacE—William Stark farm. 
DatE—Saturday, September 16. 
ATTENDANCE—Over 3,000. 


Healy Alexander won the flying championship this year, open to winners of 
classes of prior years. Little is to be learned of any especial features of this match. 


TWENTY-FOURTH MATCH 
1900 
PLAcE—William Stark farm. 
Date—Saturday, September 16. 
ATTENDANCE—5,000. 


Cyrus Stark was winner of the championship event, from a large entry list. 
The Ladies’ Fair this year was especially noteworthy. 


TWENTY-FIFTH MATCH 
1901 
PLAcE—Asa Mather farm. 
DaTE—Saturday, September 14. 
ATTENDANCE—8,000. 


The day opened brightly, and one of the greatest crowds up to this time 
gathered. About 11 o'clock a heavy rain fell, and the judges were not able to make 
their decisions until the following Monday. All events were completed. William 
Fairweather was the champion plowman this year. 

The death of President McKinley, which occurred the previous day, as a result 
of the bullet of an assassin, was the subject of discussion of all. 
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TWENTY-SIXTH MATCH 
1902 


PLAce—Daniel Lantz farm. 
Dare—Saturday, September 20. 
ATTENDANCE—6,000. 

James Patterson, who had now been in charge of most of the affairs of the 
Match in one capacity or another, lamented the fact that not enough boys were enter- 
ing the events set aside for them. He asked that special efforts be made to have a 
larger number entered the next year, 

Cyrus Stark defeated last year’s winner, William Fairweather, for the title event, 
and he was to be a winner many times in the future years. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH MATCH 


PLACE—Daniel Lantz farm. 1903 
DATE- Saturday, September 19. 
ATTENDANCE—6,000. 

Cyrus Stark, winner of the 1902 match, again repeated his splendid work and 
defeated William Fairweather for the title of champion plowman, winning a silver 
cup thereby. Alvin Stark, a brother, was third. 

Col. John Lambert, wealthy and prominent iron and steel man from Joliet, 
was present at this match and made the statement that Wheatland farmers present 
would some time see farm land in the township sell for $300.00 per acre. The 
statement was considered preposterous. Good land was sold for one-third of the 
figure he gave—less at times, and owners never expected that within 25 years 
from the time of the statement, land would sell for more than his prophesied figure. 
Col. Lambert purchased at auction a prize winning cake baked by 11 year old Mabel 
Iehl, paying $50.00 for it. A baseball game, between Ft. Sheridan soldiers and 
the Wheatland Athletes was won by the visitors, 8-1. 


TWENTY-EIGHTH MATCH 

4 
PLacr—Mrs. Abner Royce farm. ai 
Date—Saturday, September 17. 
ATTENDANCE—5,000, 

Fearful of the well established prowess of Cyrus Stark, no one appeared to 
challenge him in the sweepstake class. He plowed his alloted section, and was 
declared champion, winning a silver cup again. Interest was drawn to earliest models 
of the “horseless buggy” a few being seen at the match. 


TWENTY-NINTH MATCH 
PLace—Leonard Wolf farm. 1905 
DaTeE—Saturday, September 16. 
ATTENDANCE—4,000. 

By winning the championship title for more than three years in succession, 
Cyrus Stark was declared ‘World's Champion Plowman.” He had won the Gen. 
Andrew Welch cup for the past three years, and repeated this year. He was also 
given a gold medal, with the title inscribed upon it. An ideal day made conditions 
splendid for both the plowmen and the large crowd, who enjoyed themselves as 
Wheatland Match visitors usually did. The chicken dinner, and ladies’ department 
proved great attractions. 
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THIRTIETH MATCH 


PLacE—W*m. Stark farm. 1906 
Dare—September 15, Saturday. 
ATTENDANCE—7,000. 


Interest of the great crowd was divided between the skilled plowmen, and an 
innovation to the match, a great steam drawn gang plow, which turned ten furrows 
at a time. It was likened to a Mississippi river steamer, plowing up waves, as it 
went down the field. 

Cyrus Stark had no competition in the sweepstakes class, and won another gold 
medal, as champion plowman of the world. Plainfield trounced the Wheatland ball 
team by a score of 16-8. 


THIRTY-FIRST MATCH 
1907 

“Eating chicken, talking politics, enjoying baseball, watching the plowing 
match, visiting the ladies’ exhibits, discussing crops,” a journalist gives as the order 
of importance of the events at the match this year. 

The Wheatland Match had now become the political forum and jousting grounds 
for the northern section of the state, especially when local or state politics were 
boiling. All candidates and important office holders from near-by counties were on 
hand at each match. Col. Ira C. Copley, of Aurora, Col. John Lambert of Joliet, 
and many others greetcd friends at this Match. 

The most notable event of the day, however, was the dethroning of the champion, 
Cyrus Stark, by William Fairweather, who, like Stark, was to see many more cham- 
pionships in future matches. 


THIRTY-SECOND MATCH 


PLace—A. E. Hafenrichter farm. 1908 
DatE—Saturday, September 19. 
ATTENDANCE—5,000. 

Mrs. Adam Clow, head of the dining table department, and her associates, fed 
350 at the chicken dinner at noon. Many of the people from Aurora and_ Joliet 
came on board the Joliet. Plainfield and Aurora Electric cars, which stopped not 
far from the farm. 

For the first time, pickpockets from the city were in evidence, many losses be- 
ing discovered on the grounds, or on the electric cars. 

Thomas Quantock defeated William Fairweather in the sweepstakes event. 


THIRTY-THIRD MATCH 


PLAcE—John Lumbard farm. 1909 
Dare—Saturday, September 18. 


ATTENDANCE—6,000. 

The automobile had now become a factor, it being noted that over 200 were 
to be seen at this match. 

William Fairweather was the winner of the championship event, defeating 
several former champions. Alvin Stark was disqualified, because his horses became 
unmanageable, having been frightened by the sight and noise of automobiles arriving 
for the match. 
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A gasoline motor drawn gang plow was on exhibition at the Match and at- 
tracted much attention. 

Chief of Police Michaels of Aurora was present for the first time, and enjoyed 
the chicken dinner greatly. No mention is made of pickpockets, as last year, it 
being concluded that the chief was there for a purpose other than eating a fine 
chicken dinner, 


THIRTY-FOURTH MATCH 


PLace—F. M. Culver farm. 1910 


Dare—Saturday, September 17. 
ATTENDANCE—5,000. 


William Fairweather again won the title of world’s Champion as the result 
of winning the championship class. He was awarded the gold medal offered to the 
championship event winner. In the prize winners class, Frank Boardman won. 

Col. I. C. Copley, among many other politicians, was present, to visit his especial 
friend, Uncle Jim Patterson a staunch supporter of his efforts at all times, 


THIRTY-FIFTH MATCH 


PLacE—A. E. Hafenrichter farm. 1911 


DatE—Saturday, September 23, 
ATTENDANCE—7,500, 


“The largest crowd I ever saw at the Wheatland Match,” was Uncle James 
Patterson’s declaration. Over 500 automobiles were counted around the farm. 
(In the same issue of the paper which carries the story of this match was an account 
of preparations for the first Ocean to Ocean airplane race, with several planes 
entered. ). 

William Fairweather added to his lengthy list of championships by winning 
world’s title. 

Huge tractor plows, turning 10 furrows at a time, were demonstrated, to the 
great interest of the crowd. 


THIRTY-SIXTH MATCH 


PLace—John Wolf farm. 1912 
DaTE—Monday, September 23. 
ATTENDANCE—3,000. 


The only match in the entire fifty years to be rained out, this one was held 
Monday, having been postponed from the date set, that of the previous Saturday. 
The crowd was much reduced from this cause. 

The events were conducted as usual, and William Fairweather won the title 
event, for the 6th time. He was closely pushed by Waldo Thomas, a plowman. 
from Big Rock, who was to be the first man outside Wheatland ever to win the 
match, a few years later. 

The International Harvester Company exhibited a 40 horsepower Mogul 
tractor at this match, along with the several other makes. 

Uncle James Patterson, ‘the sage of Wheatland,” as he had come to be known, 
was present as usual, age 76, but active and interested in the events and aiding in 
conducting them, as he had done for the past 35 years. 
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THIRTY-SEVENTH MATCH 
PLacE—Fred Westphal farm. 1913 
Dare—Thursday, September 18. 
ATTENDANCE—5,000. 

Two especial events marked this match—a change from a Saturday date to a 
mid-week date, a custom long in usage, and the remarkable sentiment noted in favor 
of tractors over horses. It was freely declared that this match saw the end of the 
supremacy of horse drawn plows and the ascendancy of tractors. In fact, so strong 
was the sentiment that the officers placed tractor plowing events on the program 
soon afterward. 

It is worthy of note, also, that with this decided trend away from horses, 
which were the sole power when the Match started, the Match was to see the last 
of its founder and faithful friend, beloved James Patterson—‘Uncle Jim’ to all 
Wheatland and thousands more. While he was not well, he was present, in his 
nephew’s touring car, and had his usual sage remarks about current events, politics, 
and the conduct of the match, which had been his life’s greatest interest. 

Frank Boardman, 21 year old son of Representative George Boardman, startled 
all by defeating the six-time champion, William Fairweather, for the world’s cham- 
pionship title. 

Wheatland defeated Plainfield 3-1, in a hotly contested baseball game. 


THIRTY-EIGHTH MATCH 
PLace—James Findley farm. 1914 
Datre—Thursday, September 17. 
ATTENDANCE—8,000. 

Uncle James Patterson, beloved of all in Wheatland, has been gathered to his 
last resting place only a few months prior to the holding of this Match. For 37 
years, his kindly and stimulating influence had been a pillar of strength to the 
Match. It was with a saddened step that the attendants of the Match following 
their favorite plowmen, for one who had been their best friend was not beside them. 
However, his worthy efforts to stimulate better farming methods and a more enjoy- 
able social life in Wheatland had borne fruits far above his knowledge. A man 
who had never married, he left as his monument a far better community in every 
way than had existed when he came to it. It was his greatest life work. 

The match was marked by the first triumph of an outsider—-Waldo Thomas 
of Big Rock, taking sweepstakes from the Wheatland plowmen. Contestants from 
Wheatland had striven for prizes at Big Rick, and vice versa, but this marked the 
first time the ranks were broken. No Wheatland man had won at Big Rock, and 
Thomas was the first to take the honors here. 


THIRTY-NINTH MATCH 
PLAcE—W. D. Patterson farm. 1915 
Dare—September 23. 
ATTENDANCE—Over 5,000. 

Two especially interesting events set this match out from others—the fact that 
Waldo Thomas repeated his winning of sweepstakes from the Wheatland plowmen, 
and the coming of the gasoline tractor into the fields for the first time. Thomas 
made a wonderful exhibition of the art. He shared attention of the crowd with 
several gasoline tractors, which were for the first time entered in competition. Prior 
to this, they had been exhibited, but no class was arranged for them. 

The usual splendid chicken dinner, arranged by the ladies, drew great crowds 
of people to the dining tent. 
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FORTIETH MATCH 


PLACE—Harvey Brothers farm. 1916 
DatE—September 21. 
ATTENDANCE—12,000. 

Again Waldo Thomas from Big Rock carried off the world’s honors as the best 
plowman, at this match. 

A record breaking crowd greeted the contestants, and the dining tent was 
swamped by the hungry horde. 

William Fairweather, holder of the title for six years prior to his retirement 
from competition, was appealed to, to enter the match again next year, and regain 
the honors for Wheatland. He would not consent. 


FORTY-FIRST MATCH 


PLACE—James Clow farm. 1917 
DatE—September 28. 
ATTENDANCE—12,000. 

Waldo Thomas did not compete this year. Ben Davis was winner of the 
sweepstakes, after a re-judging of the fields, following protests of the judges de- 
cisions. While unfortunate, these protests served to emphasize that no favoritism 
was ever to be permitted, and all work was to be judged on its merits. 


FORTY-SECOND MATCH 
1918 
America was engaged in a war which called to the colors all the youth of the 
nation. Wheatland was giving of all her resources to aid in this war. The match 
was given up, for the third time in its history. 


FORTY-THIRD MATCH 


PLAcE—John Wolf farm. 1919 
DatTE—September 11. 
ATTENDANCE—14,000. 

Tractor plowing held the limelight, for the first time at the match. Ben 
Davis, winner of the 1917 match, forsook horse power for tractor power and won 
in this event. 

The Ladies Fair, as it had become known, was most attractive, City people 
bid eagerly for delicious pies, cakes, and choice hand worked articles. 


FORTY-FOURTH MATCH 


PLace—Elmer Haag farm. 1920 
DatE—September 24. 
ATTENDANCE—15,000. 

Ben Davis, winner of the tractor championship in 1919, won from a large 
field again this year. William Thomas of Big Rock won the horse drawn contest. 
What was said to have been the largest crowd ever to witness the match was on 
hand, it being estimated that 15,000 people were present. Automobiles were parked 
for long distances along the roads, and on the grounds. The city people swarmed 
into the dining tent for the famous chicken dinner, and bid eagerly at the auction 
of goods from the ladies fair. 
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FORTY-FIFTH MATCH 
1921 
PLace—John Wolf and Rueben Hafenrichter farms. 
Dare—September 1. 
ATTENDANCE—Estimated 18,000. 

Larger crowds than ever before greeted the great field of plowmen, and enjoyed 
the displays of the ladies fair, grain exhibits and many other attractions which 
were prepared for them at this match. 

Arthur Shoger and Carl Hagemann won the tractor and horse arate contests, 
respectively. In the post-graduate class no one appeared to challenge Arthur Stark 
and Frank Boardman, tractor and horse drawn champions. Hagemann in the horse 
drawn class, was winner for the third time of the cup for that event, and it became 
his possession. 


FORTY-SIXTH MATCH 


PLAce—Walter Mueller farm. 1922 
Darre—September 7. 
ATTENDANCE—8,000, 

Unprecedented drought and intense heat made conditions for plowing about 
as bad as had ever been experienced and greatly reduced the attendance at this 
match. A conflict with the big day at the Sandwich Fair also kept many away. 

In the post-graduate class Tom Quantock was winner by a narrow margin over 
Carl Hagemann in the horse drawn class. No one appeared to challenge Arthur 
Stark in the tractor drawn post-graduate class. 


FORTY-SEVENTH MATCH 


PLace—Frank Stewart farm. 1923 
Datre—September 12. 
ATTENDANCE—12,000. 

A duel between Carl Hagemann and Thomas Quantock, veterans and winners 
of former years in the horse drawn class, featured this match. Hagemann came out 
the winner in the big event by a 1 point margin, to even the score of the former year, 
when Quantock won by only half a point margin. William Bermes, who won the 
local tractor class award last year, passed into the post-graduate class by winning 
that event again. Abner Thomas, from Big Rock, was unopposed in the post- 
graduate tractor class, and was declared winner. 

Some dissatisfaction with the methods of awarding the championship title to 
winners of the post-graduate horse-drawn class arose at this match. It was claimed 
that higher scores in other events should be considered. The matter was referred 
to the committee for their action. 

The usual interesting departmental exhibits were well patronized by the great 
crowd, larger than last year’s. 


FORTY-EIGHTH MATCH 
1924 

PLacr—William Patterson and Joe Elliott farms. 
Darre—September 20. : 
ATTENDANCE—Over 10,000. 

Thomas Quantock returned to the winners class in the post-graduate division 
this year, leading Homer Lapp by a narrow margin in the horse drawn event. 
Carl Hagemann did not plow in this class, going into the local tractor class. 
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Plowing did not start until noon, on account of the wet ground caused by rain 
the previous day and night. The uneven texture of the soil, in high and low places 
of the same land, called for the best skill of the plowmen. That tractor plowing 
was more popular than horse plowing was revealed by the fact that there were 17 
tractors and only 6 horse drawn plows entered. In the local tractor class, Earl 
Matter won the event. No record is given of any contest in the winners class of 
tractor plowing. 


FORTY-NINTH MATCH 


PLAce—Hanley Thomas farm. 1925 
Date—September 12. 
ATTENDANCE—Over 2,000. 

Rain early in the morning prevented the usual large attendance at the match. 
The ground was “spotty”, being hard and soft in spots, making uniform plowing 
difficult. 

Homer Lapp of Plainfield, won the championship from Thomas Quantock, the 
four time winner of previous years. Walter Erickson won in the local tractor class. 


FIFTIETH MATCH 


PLAce—Reuben Hafenrichter farm. 1926 
Datrse—September 2. 
ATTENDANCE—10,000. 


Edward Reese, a Big Rock plowman, was winner in the championship horse 
drawn event at this match. He defeated Homer Lapp and Thomas Quantock, former 
winners. In the tractor class, Walter Erickson was the winner of the local class. 
The match was fortunate in being sandwiched between seasons of wet weather, which 
rendered any other date in the month impossible for such an event. 

Large numbers of city people were on hand to enjoy the splendid dinner served 
by the ladies, and to purchase the fine specimens exhibited at the ladies’ fair. Aurora 
merchants in several large busses were present with the Aurora East High School 


band. 


ON THE FOLLOWING THREE PAGES APPEARS THE PROGRAM FOR 
THE GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY MATCH HELD SEPTEMBER 17, 1927 
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PROGRAM 


Golden Anniversary 


W heatland Plowing Match and Fair 


OPEN TO THE UNITED STATES 


Will be held at the Edgewood Farm of W. Hanley Thomas, 5 miles south of 
Naperville and 6 miles east of Wolf's Crossing 


Saturday, September 17, 1927 


The Following Premiums Will Be Awarded: 


HORSE DRAWN PLOWS 


MEN’S CLASS 
First PREMIUM: $20.00 donated by The First National Bank of Aurora and 
a Silver Cup; Second Premium, $15.00; Third, $12.00; Fourth, $8.00; Fifth, $5.00. 
Formerly these have been three separate classes, but there has been so little 
competition that it was decided to combine them. The cup must be won two 
years in succession to become the property of the plowman. 


Judges—Lester Minard, Healy Alexander, Clarence Eichelberger. 


SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY CLASS 
For Men Over 60 Years of Age with Walking Plow 
First, $20.00; Second, $15.00; Third, $12.00. 


BOYS UNDER 17 YEARS—Horses or Tractor 
First Premium: Watch, donated by Wolf & Parker of Aurora, Illinois. 
Second Premium, $12.00; Third, $10.00; Fourth, $8.00. 


TRACTOR PLOW CLASSES 


MANUFACTURER'S CLASS 
Any manufacturer or plowman of any tractor plow company may enter 
this class. A Silver Cup will be awarded. 


Judges—Waldo Thomas, Fred Hagemann, M. J. Patterson. 


LOCAL TRACTOR CLASS 
Any tractor plow owner may enter this class. First Premium, $20.00 donated 
by The Aurora National Bank, and a Silver Cup, donated by The Aurora Beacon- 
News; Second Premium, $15.00; Third, $12.00. The Cup in this class must 
be won two years in succession to become the property of the plowman. 


BOYS 21 YEARS OR UNDER 
First Premium: A Watch, donated by The First National Bank of Naper- 
ville; Second Premium, $10.00; Third, $8.00. 


Judges—William Fairweather, Morris Williams, James Reese. 
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PROGRAM—Continued 


FIELD COMMITTEE—John Brown, John Patterson, Herman Staffeldt. 
All Plows Must Be Entered by September 15th. 


RULES—Each competitor with Riding Plow must use three horses and ride; 
Gangs, four horses. Each Plowman with Single Plow must plow one-half acre 
within three hours; Gangs, three-fourths acre. No person will be entitled to 
more than one premium, and when entering must state in which class he wishes 
to compete. Plowing must be between five and six and one-half inches in depth, 
and must show a level bottom of each furrow. Plowman will be allowed an 
assistant for the first two rounds. Plowman not allowed to fix up his plowing 
after the plow has been turned in. Plowing will commence at 9:00 o'clock A.M. 
All rules strictly enforced. Committee reserves the right to rectify mistakes as 
soon as discovered, and settle all disputes that may arise—and their decision 
shall be final. Men and Boys of adjoining Towns are cordially invited to com- 
pete for the different premiums. All tractors will plow in Alsike clover sod. 


Judges of Plowing are requested to report at Field Headquarters at 9:30 
A.M. sharp, and examine the work while in progress. No automobiles allowed in 
the field while plowing. 


GUIDANCE FOR JUDGES—Good plowing consists of turning the soil into 
nice, even, clean and straight furrows of roundish formation. The following 
points will be considered. Open Furrows, 30 points; Conformation of Furrows, 
25 points; Straightness of Furrows, 20 points; Evenness of Furrows, 15 points; 
Neatness, 10 points—One Hundred being perfect. 


LADIES FAIR—Special Premiums 
Open to Rural Residents of Wheatland and Oswego 


Special Premiums 


The Healy Undertaking Co. of Aurora offers $5.00 to the person who wins 
the most prizes on foodstuifs. 


Open to Rural Residents of Wheatland, Oswego, DuPage and Naperville 


The Healy Undertaking Co. offers $5.00 for the best decorated angel food; 
both cake and decorating to be judged. 


The Plainfield Grain Co. offers a sack of Wingold flour for the best loaf of 
bread, baked with Wingold flour. 


The Sencenbaugh Store of Aurora offers $10.00 to the person who wins the 
most blue ribbons on foodstuffs. 


The Sencenbaugh Store of Aurora offers $10.00 to the person winning the 
most prizes. 


The Sencenbaugh Store of Aurora offers $5.00 for the best decorated dark 
fruit cake; both cake and decorating to be judged. 


PAGEANT—Fifty Years of Plowing Matches will be Depicted 


in a Pageant 
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PROGRAM—Continued 
GRAIN AND VEGETABLE SHOW 


Open to Will and Adjoining Counties 


GRAIN—AII exhibits of grain not to be scoured or clipped. Best Yellow 
Dent Corn, not less than ten ears: Ist, $2.00; 2nd, $1.50; 3rd, $1.00. Best White 
Corn, not less than ten ears: 1st, $2.00; 2nd, 1.50; 3rd, $1.00. Peck White Oats: 
Ist, $2.00; 2nd, $1.50; 3rd, $1.00. Barley: 1st, $2.00; 2nd, $1.50; 3rd, $1.00. 
Winter Wheat: Ist, $2.00; 2nd, $1.50; 3rd, $1.00. Spring Wheat; 1st, $2.00; 
2nd, $1.50; 3rd, $1.00. Rye: Ist, $2.00; 2nd, $1.50; 3rd, $1.00. 


SEEDS—Medium Red Clover: First premium, $2.00; 2nd, $1.50; 3rd, $1.00. 
Aliske: 1st, $2.00; 2nd, $1.50; 3rd, $1.00. Timothy: Ist, $2.00; 2nd, 1.50; 
3rd, $1.00. 4 lbs. to constitute exhibit. 


Expert Corn Breeders Barred From Competition 


POTATOES—Peck Best Early Potatoes: First premium, $2.00; 2nd, $1.50; 
3rd, $1.00. Peck Best Late Potatoes: First premium, $2.00; 2nd, $1.50; 3rd, $1.00. 


y VEGETABLES—For the best display of Vegetables grown by exhibitor: First 
premium: $5.00, donated by Plainfield Bank; 2nd, $3.00; 3rd, $2.00. 
All Exhibits of Grain and Potatoes Must Be This Year’s Growth and Must 
Be Entered Before 10 A.M. 
Judge, Wm. Webb; Lou Tower, Superintendent; L. A. Matter, Asst. 
Plainfield Grain Co. donates $5.00 for best 20 ears of corn. All exhibits become 
the Property of the Association 
: 1 


WEED IDENTIFICATION CONTEST 
Under auspices of Division of Plant Industry, Department of Agriculture, 
State of Illinois. Everyone is invited to bring weed plants for identification and 
information. Plants should be carefully wrapped so as to prevent scattering 
of seed. 
CHICKEN DINNER Will Be Served 
SUPERINTENDENTS—Headquarters, John Patterson; Plowing, John 
Brown, Jr.; Grain and Vegetables, Lou Tower. 
BOYS AND GIRLS ACHIEVEMENT DAY PROGRAM 
Demonstrations and Exhibits 


Baby Beef Club, Pig Club. Every Boy or Girl who exhibits will receive a prize. 
Judge E. I. Pilchard. 


BASEBALL GAME—Married Men—Reuben Boughton, Manager vs. Single 
Men—James Leppert, Manager. 


ASSOCIATION OFFICERS—President, John Patterson; Vice-President, Her- 
man Staffeldt; Secretary, James Patterson; Treasurer, pate Mottinger. 


In Case of Rain, Plowing Match Will Be Held Following Monday 


ADMISSION FREE—PARKING FREE 
The Object of the Match is to Promote Better Agriculture 


No Side Shows or Vendors Allowed 


, 
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FIFTY-FIRST MATCH 


O27 
PLacE—W. Hanley Thomas farm. 
DarE—September 17, 1927. 

The program of the Golden Anniversary Match consisted of the plowing entries 
with classes for horses and tractors; Ladies Fair; a grain and vegetable show; Boy's 
and Girl’s Achievement Day program; a weed identification contest; and the usual 
sumptuous chicken dinner. 

The highlight of the match was a pageant depicting fifty years of Plowing 
Matches. 

The pageant made an interesting figure as it wended its way thru the wooded 
grove of the Thomas farm where the anniversary celebration was held. The various 
periods in development of farm machinery were depicted from the old hand plow 
to the big tractor drawn affairs of the present day. 

Five veterans who plowed in the first match fifty years ago and participated in the 
pageant were: George Boardman, Jacob Levee, H. J. Westphal, Michael Faser, and 
Edward Levee. 

A float in the pageant was occupied by Mrs. Lavina Birkett Irwin and Mrs. May 
Wightman Gascoigne, the only two survivors of the committee who prepared dinner 
for the visitors at the first match fifty years ago. They were dressed in the costume 
of that earlier day with hoop skirts and crinoline. 

R. Edwin Reese was the winner of the plowing sweepstakes. 

Three aeroplanes gave ten minute rides for a fee of $2.50. 


FIFTY-SECOND MATCH 


1928 
PLacE—W. Hanley Thomas farm. 
Date—September 15, 1928. 

Seventeen contestants entered this contest with three plows being horse drawn 
and fourteen tractors operated. An interesting fact was that three of the tractors were 
operated by women. 

Homer Lapp was declared the winner with a horse drawn plow. 

Considerable interest was attracted in a demonstration of pulverizing plows, 
the object being to eliminate going over the field after plowing with the disk and drag. 


FIFTY-THIRD MATCH 


1929 
PLace—Howard Blackman farm. 
Date—September 14, 1929. 

For the second time the horse drawn plow defeated the modern tractor. Homer 
Lapp being the winner of the sweepstakes and the men’s class. Carl Hagemann won 
the farmer’s tractor class. 

Officials of the classic point out that while the horse would be unable to compete 
from the standpoint of work done in a specified time, Old Dobbin is well able to 
take care of himself when it comes to quality of work. Six weeks drouth before the 
match baked the ground and made plowing most difficult. 

Judging teams for this match were: Wm. Fairweather, C. E. Thompson, James 
Reece, Waldo Thomas, Alex Thomson, M. J. Patterson, Abner Thomas, Lester Minard, 
Healy Alexander, Frank Day, Fred Hageman, and John Wolf. 
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FIFTY-FOURTH MATCH 


PLrace—R. J. Patterson farm. 1930 
Darre—September 13, 1930. 

The crowd, estimated at 12,000 was one of the largest on record. 

Homer Lapp won the Plowing contest for the third consecutive year, driving 
a one bottom plow pulled by three horses. 

Norman Quantock won in the boys horse drawn contest and Carl Schoger won 
the farmer’s tractor class. 


FIFTY-FIFTH MATCH 


PLace—R., J. Patterson farm. 1931 
Datrre—September 12, 1931. 

Carl Schoger was declared the winner of the prize winner's class. James Alex- 
ander won the men’s class. 

In past contests the plowing of first prize winners in the various classes have 
been rejudged for the sweepstakes class. This year, however, the first prize winner 
of men’s, horse and tractor classes in past years were grouped into a division which 
was called the prize winner's class. 


FIFTY-SIXTH MATCH 


PLace—R. J. Patterson farm. 1932 
DatE—September 10, 1932. 

Once again Carl Schoger was the winner of the prize winner's class. Otto Mueller 
was the winner of the men’s class. 

Perfect weather and a renewed interest in the event brought a larger crowd than 
usual to inspect the carefully turned furrows of the competing plowmen. ; 


FIFTY-SEVENTH MATCH 


PLAace—Martin Fry farm. 1933 
Datrr—September 16, 1933. 

An interesting fact concerning this match was the appearance of pneumatic tires 
on tractors. Two tractors were equipped with them. 

This match was the first to be held on one of the three paved roads extending 
through the township of Wheatland at this time. 

Carl Schoger was the winner of the prize winner's class and Otto Mueller won 
the men’s class. 


FIFTY-EIGHTH MATCH 


PLAcE—R. J. Patterson farm. 1934 
Datr—September 15, 1934. 

The day proved to be one of the worst in the history of the match due to rain. 
When the twenty plowmen entered were about half through, a very heavy rain occurred, 
which put a stop to the plowing for the day. 

The officials decided to have the judges judge what plowing was done and award 
the prizes without having the plowmen finish. 

There were no samples of wheat or barley in the grain show as the destruction 
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of these crops was complete due to one of the most severe drouths in history and 
the most severe infestation of chinch bugs in the history of this community. 

As in several previous matches a county show of 4-H livestock was held at this 
match. 

Carl Schoger was the winner of the prize winner's class. Wayne Fuller was 
declared winner of the men’s class. 


FIFTY-NINTH MATCH 
1935 


PLacr—Martin Fry farm. 
DatE—September 14, 1935. 

This was the first year in the history of the Wheatland Plowing Match in which 
no horse drawn plows were entered, all being tractor drawn. 

One of the tractors plowing in competition was equipped with a radio which 
was something new in the history of the match. 

Carl Schoger was the winner of the prize winner's class. Wayne Fuller was 
winner of the men’s class. 


SIXTIETH MATCH 
1936 
PLAcE—Stewart Parsons farm. 
DatrE—October 3, 1936. 


Due to very heavy rains the Match had to be postponed three times finally giving 
us an October match. 

Still more difficulties were to hamper the Plowing Match Association when a 
fire destroyed the storage shed on November 21, 1936. 

Orvis Schroyer was the winner of the prize winner's class and Milton Fouser 
won the men’s class. 


SIXTY-FIRST MATCH 
Eom 


PLacE—Martin Fry farm. 
Datre—September 11, 1937. 


The officers of the Association deserved a great deal of credit for replacing the 
equipment following the fire. 

The two new 40 x 60 foot tents made quite a showing. 

One new feature of the match was the broadcasting of the proceedings over 
Station WLS, Chicago, Illinois. 

A program of singing was put on by the four Churches of Wheatland and 
DuPage Townships. 

There were two aeroplanes present which took up quite a large number of 
passengers for flights over the neighborhood. 

A fuel economy contest was held this year. Professor Shaw of the University 
of Illinois was present. 

One of the newer exhibits were several booths at which hybrid seed corn was 
shown. 

Orvis Schroyer won the prize winner's class. John Chrissee won the men’s class. 


a a 
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SIXTY-SECOND MATCH 


PLAcE—Martin Fry farm. 1938 
DaTE—September 12, 1938. 
This was again a postponed match being held on the following Monday. 
During the course of the Ladies’ Fair auction a heavy rain fell sending the 
auctioneer, Charles Sonntag, and the crowds into the tent. 
Paul Stiefbold won the prize winner’s class and Graeme Stewart won the men’s 
class. 


SIXTY-THIRD MATCH 


PLAcE—Byron Haag farm. 1939 
DatE—September 9, 1939. 

The tents and refreshment stands were erected in the yard of the Spaulding 
School where the first Wheatland Plowing Match was held. 

This was a large match with exhibits of equipment and goods. One of the newer 
exhibits was the grain tanks such as are used in the west to haul wheat and flax to 
market. These are wide topped wagon boxes and are being used here with the 
mechanical corn pickers in harvesting the corn. 

With more plowing entries than usual, there being thirty-three, Carl Hagemann 
won the Prize Winner's Class and Graeme Stewart won the men’s class. 


SIXTY-FOURTH MATCH 


PLacE—Thomas King farm. 1940 
DatE—September 14, 1940. 

It was at this match that a new system of judging plowing was started. Twelve 
judges were chosen, working in four teams of three each; one team judged opening 
furrows only in all classes; one team judged straightness; one team, conformation; 
and one team evenness and neatness. These scores were totaled, giving each con- 
testant his final score. 

This year Station WMRO of Aurora broadcast for two periods. 

Orvis Schroyer won the prize winner's class and George Pierce won the men’s 
class. 


SIXTY-FIFTH MATCH 


PLAcE—Martin Fry farm. 1941 
DatE—September 13, 1941. 

The Ladies at the dining tent fed a very large number of people this year with 
their excellent fried chicken and ham dinner, feeding more people than usual. 

One new feature this year was pony rides for the children. 

A new storage shed was built the week before the Match to store the equipment. 
This shed is located on the town lot a short distance from the road machinery shed. 

Paul Sttefbold won the prize winner's class and Rollin Boughton won the men’s 
class. 


SIXTY-SIXTH MATCH 


PLace—Glen Sprague farm. 1942 
Darre—September 12, 1942. 

This was the first match to be held partly outside of Wheatland. 

The effects of the war were being felt at this match. The crowd was not as 
large and no aeroplanes were on hand. 
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Sugar rationing cut down the Ladies’ Fair entries although the auction sale 
brought very good prices. 

When the final figures were in, this match did pay out, and the surplus money 
was invested in War Bonds 

Graeme Stewart was the winner of the prize winner's class and Rollin Boughton 
won the men’s class. 


SIXTY-SEVENTH MATCH 
1943 


Since food rationing and gasoline rationing were in effect the officers of the 
Plowing Match Association deemed it best to discontinue the match for the year. 


SIXTY-EIGHTH MATCH 
1944 


The same conditions prevailed as of 1943 so no match was held. 


SIXTY-NINTH MATCH 
1945 


Although the war was over it was concluded too late to prepare for a match. 


SEVENTIETH MATCH 

PLrace—William Day farm. 1946 
DatE—September 14, 1946. 

' After a three year recess people had not lost interest in the plowing match and 
a large crowd was on hand. i 

The exhibits were not as large but home freezers, a Quonset type tool shed, a 
deep tilling plow and a rototiller were among some of the new items. 

In the grain show a prize was offered for the tallest stalk of corn, the winning 
stalk being eleven feet tall. 

It was at this match that the Will County Mobile X-ray Unit truck was on the 
grounds to X-ray for tuberculosis. Many people took advantage of it. 

There were twenty-eight entries in the various plowing classes with Clarence 
Schoger, son of five times winner Carl Schoger, being declared the winner of the 
prize winner's class. Harry Schoger, brother of Clarence, won the men’s class. 


SEVENTY-FIRST MATCH 
PLace—Byron Haag farm. 1947 
Dare—September 14, 1947. 


For the first time the grounds were sprayed with D. D. T. before the match, 
resulting in their being free of flies and other insects. 

A new feature of this match was having all the electrical appliances and house- 
hold items under one big tent. 

No aeroplanes were present for rides but several flying farmers flew in to attend 
the match. 

Twenty-seven plowmen entered the match with Robert Erickson winning the 
prize winnet’s class and Harry Schoger winning the men’s class. 
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SEVENTY-SECOND. MATCH 


PLace—Harley Schoger farm. 1948 
Datre—September 11, 1948. 

Twenty-nine plowmen were entered in five classes. 

While the plowing continued through the morning ten aeroplanes, eight of 
them piloted by local flying farmers, flew in and landed in an adjourning field for 
the day’s events, and in turn took up passengers interested in viewing the plowing 
from the sky. 

Graeme Stewart won the prize winner’s class with a score of 961/. 

A new class, the post graduate class, was started at this match. To be eligible 
a plowman had to win the prize winner's class two years in succession, Carl Hagemann 
was declared the winner of this class. 


SEVENTY-THIRD MATCH 


PLace—Wilbur Fischer farm. 1949 
Date—September 17, 1949. 

An interesting fact of the 1949 match was that David King, grand nephew of 
James King, winner of the original plowing match title in 1877, won the Boys 15 to 
18 year old class with a 901/, score. 


SEVENTY-FOURTH MATCH 


PLace—Harley Schoger farm. 1950 
Date—September 16, 1950. 
Clarence Schoger successfully defended his title as he topped a field of seven 


competitors in the prize winner's class and defeated Graeme Stewart by the slim 
margin of 1/, point. 

The early morning crowd was somewhat disappointed when it learned that Les 
Drake, the Memphis, Missouri farmer who on Thursday previous had captured the 
1950 national level land title at Urbana, Ohio, dethroning Paul Stiefbold, had failed 
to appear. 

The men’s class was won by August Seidelman. 

Carl Schoger, who won the event for five consecutive years, 1930-34, directed 
the activities of the event as president of the Association. 


SEVENTY-FIFTH MATCH 


PLacrE—Harley Schoger farm. 1951 
Darre—September 15, 1951. 

An unusually large amount of farm and home equipment was on display. Demon- 
strations of the use of the various machines by the salesmen were viewed by the 
large crowds. 

Earl Eipers, 15 year old youngster, captured the sweepstakes by virtue of his 
plowed area being best in the field. 

Robert Erickson won the prize winnet’s class and August Seidelman won the 
men’s class. 


SEVENTY-SIXTH MATCH 


PLAcE—Roy Graver farm. 1952 
DatrE—September 13, 1952. 
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PROGRAM 
76th Annual 


Wheatland Plowing Match, Inc. 
and Fair 


OPEN TO THE UNITED STATES 


Will be held at the Roy Graver Farm, 5 miles north of Plainfield on 59 and one- 
fourth mile west, 5 miles south of 65 on 59 and one-fourth mile west 


Saturday, September 13, 1952 


Plowing will commence at 9:00 Daylight Saving Time 


The Following Premiums Will Be Awarded: 
PRIZE WINNERS CLASS 


Ist Prize—$25 and Beacon-News Silver Cup; 2nd Prize, $22; 3rd Prize, $18; 
4th Prize, $15. (Cup must be won two years in succession to become property 
of the plowman. ) 

MEN’S CLASS 

Ist Prize—$25 and Plainfield Grain Co. Silver Cup; 2nd Prize, $22; 3rd Prize 
$18; 4th Prize, $15. Cup must be won two years in succession to become the 
property of the piowman. ) 

BOYS’ CLASS 

14 YEARS OR UNDER— Ist Prize—$25 and War Bond donated by Aurora 
Nat'l Bank; 2nd Prize, $22 and Roy Rogers rain coat donated by McMullin 
Dry Goods; 3rd Prize, $18; 4th Prize, $15; Sth Prize, $10. 

15 YEARS TO 18 YEARS—lst Prize $25°and Cup donated by Dri-Gas; 
2nd Prize, $22 and Merchandise certificate for $5 from Julian’s Store for men, 
Aurora; 3rd Prize $18; 4th Prize, $15. 

18 YEARS TO 21 YEARS—tIst Prize $25 and Aurora Chamber of Com- 
merce Silver Cup; 2nd Prize, $22; 3rd Prize $18; 4th Prize, $15. 


POST GRADUATE CLASS ‘ 
Ist Prize, $25 and Medal donated by Aurora Implement Co.; 2nd Prize, $22; 


3rd Prize, $18; 4th Prize, $15. 


Manufacturers’ Class 
1st Prize—Cup donated by Aurora Beacon-News. 


Sweepstakes Winner 
Cup donated by plowman having highest score, donated by Dri-Gas and a 
pair of Wolverine Horsehide Shoes donated by McMullin Dry Goods of 
Plainfield. 
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PROGRAM—Continued 


Plowing Judges 
Chas. Eno Thompson, Carl Schoger, Judson George, William Day, Fred 
Hageman, Kenneth Davis, Earl Kemmerer, Thomas Quantock, Herman Staf- 
feldt, Carl Hageman, Milton George, Reece Birkett, Arthur Brossman, Thomas 
Patterson and Wayne Wright. 
FIELD COMMITTEE—Norman Quantock, chairman; John Brown, Newell 
Boughton, Oliver Elliott, Michael Hacker, Byron Haag and Richard Webb. 


Tractor Pulling Contest 


Contact Harold Kemmerer, Chairman for rules. 1st Prize, $25; 2nd Prize, 
$22; 3rd Prize, $18; 4th Prize, $15. All entries to be charged $5 entry fee. 


PLOWING ENTRIES 


Entries must be made not later than Sept. 11, with the plowing superintendent, 
Norman Quantock, Plainfield, Il]. Plowmen are requested to meet at field head- 
quarters at 8:30 a.m. Daylight Saving Time for drawing of lands. Plowing 
will begin promptly at 9:00 a.m Daylight Saving Time. Detailed rules may 
be obtained from the plowing superintendent or other officers of the Association. 


SCORE CARD Points 
Opening sR utrovmsie sew asc see escorts ses sarc lc cansucter neared tee hone: cena) slstatacee cues 25 
Conhiematl Oncor Burrows wire. scale Gor aee tse olece recor eT hestcl aon SE ee 25 
Straighinessnomihurrowsntn te wenlt 3. osc st ctane demersal ws ae eet see 25 
IBV EMMESSHOLEUIETOM SLA Le aac kt, ak ave heaton up ere lee ya rine tem 15 
IN CAURESS ere Men Raut, etc wie a eNO Rte Si a a nee cua, aA Ot a See ae ee 10 


No automobiles will be allowed in the field while plowing is in progress. 


GRAINS AND VEGETABLES 
Open to Will and Adjoining Counties 
SUPEGIRtEMUeli trays Maske waies ey asekts cute ately egeeaiienene arelaidls treloicls Dale Hartman 
Expert Corn Breeders Barred from Competition. 
All Exhibits of Grain Not to be Scoured or Clipped. 
TALLEST STALK OF CORN, Ist Prize, $3.00. 


YELLOW CORN, 10 ears, Ist prize, $5.00; 2nd, $4.00; 3rd, $3.00; 4th, $2.00; 
Sth, $1.00. 


OATS, PECK, Ist, $5.00; 2nd, $4.00; 3rd, $3.00; 4th, $2.00; Sth, $1.00. 
WHEAT, PECK, Ist, $5.00; 2nd, $4.00; 3rd, $3.00; Sth, $2.00; Sth, $1.00. 
Entries will not be accepted unless as listed. 


POTATOES 
RED POTATOES, PECK, Ist, $5.00; 2nd, $4.00; 3rd, $3.00; 4th, $2.00; 
Sth, $1.00. 
WHITE POTATOES, PECK, Ist, $5.00; 2nd, $4.00; 3rd $3.00; 4th, $2.00; 
Sth, $1.00. 
VEGETABLES 


GARDEN DISPLAY OF 5 OR MORE VEGETABLES, Ist, $5.00; 2nd, 
$4.00; 3rd, $3.00; 4th, $2.00; Sth, $1.00. 
TOMATOES, ONE-HALF PECK, Ist, $5.00; 2nd, $3.00; 3rd, $1.00. 


Eee 
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PROGRAM—Continued 


VEGETABLES—Continued 
LARGEST HEAD OF CABBAGE, Ist, $3.00; 2nd, $2.00; 3rd, $1.00. 
LARGEST PUMPKIN, Ist, $3.00; 2nd, $2.00; 3rd, $1.00. 


All exhibits become the property of the Association. Exhibits must be grown 
by exhibitor. 


LADIES FAIR EXHIBIT 


Displays of Needle Work, Cooking and Canning. Prizes will be awarded in the 
various classes. Exhibits not received after 10:00 A.M., D.S.T. 


EXHIBIT OF 


Farm Machinery—Household Appliances and Seed Corn 


FRIED CHICKEN OR HAM DINNER $1.75 
ADMISSION AND PARKING FREE 


ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 


Presrden teter sv tea og toler sens Sah ears aie mol ete Moneys et nach onan seaegen Harry E. Graver 
Wi CEuPLESICEM tI cls. esetong asec Ara ate alain tsaees slsidueuys wlelec eit i qceue ers Norman Quantock 
Secrebairy ava cage, «siete asiitatle nies ogeyace ars sebenehogp Pe 2 ha! alapa alana ps say cals Robert E. Clow 
EIRTOASUIEEL btlel pace. autiananasg he tacit cs ote Nears oar tote cli (oh east =e) ba ete care George Fry 
SGHOOMEXDIDItSn it Aleecayarch cash star eiepsves ®agah taps, ons Arar silat sxe ate teas hikn ata Janet Brown 


REFRESHMENTS 
Warten’ PAELSOM. stats nc-cct eres: bleve © ai bucpate, Shatemetatoialale. cro ieveicelotelencanprunlebeisvede Chairman 
Mrg:“Harry  Gravetiiir fol iiiplace/sateleosssfoir: stele; sina ereeoe ops elphl ak gan ae Lunch Stand 


LADIES FAIR 
Msi! Vernon sSteopee ss (e.c sates sh teretee olere are ole ai sto apom eh heen ester sib a/R Chairman 


DINING TENT 


Mist Martin SR ry.s3)o% cise are sanysgecs tuavetove cea tyol sect n=) ayetese feet ge¥tew a enelts boa oy Chairman 
SUPERINTENDENTS 

Essclis bitsum ies, dete eate parra taeerccl ease tour katie ein Rete ten Wen ozs nfl ings Howard Kneller 

PIO SV if Oe Mn atte ort tench cua ete ta thscailapagavahate tare oan cRenaue teeet sae Norman Quantock 

Grain: and) Vepetablésn ni 5 ma seg sobs tise ve 4 cscs Rls palate wets Dale Hartman 

Parkin apes mar seetet 85 site, s les r anak ie eypnieis ©: dys(ayeseken Saabs sua Ralph Kemmerer 

POLICe ee tae esis ls STL carats bad, Mie preteen one hiatal ispenenete ete Harry Graver 


In case of rain, plowing match will be held the following Monday 
Object of the match is to promote better agriculture and sportsmanship 


Music by American Legion Memorial Band of Harwood Post No. 5, Joliet, 
1:00 P.M. 


Archie McAllister, Jr., Director 


Booklets on the 75th Anniversary of the Plowing Match will be sold on the grounds. 


No Side Shows or Venders Allowed on Grounds or road 


POYUTOVOTO TOE oo Vo Po od od Po Yo Po Po Po PoP Po PoP 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS OF WHEATLAND PLOWING MATCH 
Effective September 13, 1952 


ELIGIBILITY: Competition is open to anyone in the United States. Entries must be 
sent to Norman Quantock, Plainfield, I!., not later than two days before Match and in 
the following classes: 


BOYS: 14 years and under; 15 to 18; 18 to 21 
MEN’S CLASS 

PRIZE WINNERS’ CLASS 

POST GRADUATE CLASS 
MANUFACTURERS’ CLASS 


Plowman must have won first prize for two consecutive years at Wheatland match to 
enter the prize winners’ class. Any plowman having won Ist place in the Prize 
Winners’ Class at Wheatland for two consecutive years is eligible for the Post 
Graduate Class. 


DRAWINGS: Drawings for lands will be made at 8:30 a.m. CDT on the day of 
the match at field headquarters, and will be in charge of the field committee. 


TIME LIMIT: Plowing will start promptly at 9:00 a.m. CDT. Single plows must 
plow Y/,-acre, and two bottom-plow 34 acre, in three hours. Three-bottom plows 
must plow 34, acre in 2 hours and 15 minutes. Stakes may be set before the actual 
plowing time commences. Land will be considered finished when last furrow is 
within 4 inches of timit stake, otherwise another round must be made. 


FIELD ASSISTANCE: All plowmen except those in the Prize Winners’ and Post 
Graduate Class will be allowed one helper to set stakes and make the first round. 
Helper may not ride the outfit or manipulate levers. No helpers are allowed in the 
Prize Winners’ and Post Graduate class. 

FURROW STANDARDS: Furrows must be between 5 and 6Y, inches in depth, 
of roundish formation, and must show a level bottom after the first round. There 
shall be no shaping of furrows by hand, stake or any means by the plowman, his 
helper or anyone else. No trash may be removed after being turned by the plow. 
PENALTIES AND DISPUTES: The field committee shall rectify mistakes, impose 
penalties, and settle disputes that may arise. Maximum penalties shall be imposed 
as follows: 


POW ih oxovertimers tors s hoc sh’ wea ashe ne ros ame oe wens 5 points 
Pol betiras bite Mam sinc hii ae cs ae wel vols Pian oaks 5 points 
RlO WIN DItOO Idee pix sates eee eh ae are oe a A 5 points 
Pla wens "G00 =SRatla wes fore ahe Oat es iol say vues Oa ae Ses 5 points 


The committee shall inform the plowman after he has completed his plowing, of any 
penalties and order the secretary to deduct same from the judges’ score of the plowman. 
After the deductions for penalties are made the decision of the judges shall be final. 


Cups in the Prize Winners’ and Men’s classes must be won for two consecutive years 
to become the property of the plowman. A plowman winning a cup one year, must 
bring the cup for display before he draws land number for the second year. 
JUDGING: Judges are requested to inspect the plowing while in progress. Inter- 
ference with the judges while they are at work will not be allowed. 

GUIDANCE FOR JUDGES: Good plowing consists of turning the soil into nice, 
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even, clean and straight furrows of roundish formation. Perfect plowing shall be 
scored as follows: 


Opening: futrowse ce ed ot) gens eine Mn ges wee ae tn teh A 25 
GN RO RIALTO es EA erate eee ee Miata Sane deat Na artibe Nay eas ater iwigesle a aE 25 
SUT soa ese encreritin Rene Ceci in nn dans iene nr tu Resse eater Oe 25 
EVEMMESS Pu aee eet Pesan en eect ke oan eons np are ici erin cedee AeA te ON ane see 15 
TNISATM ES Sinica ete ees Te sea aaa a SE bern aad tema trae screen eieteh ute tes 10 


A single entry in 18 to 21 year class and above, must score 80 points, to win Ist place. 


CLASS R-2 
TRACTOR PULLING CONTEST 


Entry fee, $5.00 for each Tractor 
Contest held, Saturday, Sept. 13, 1952, -at 2:00 P.M. 
RULES 


1. Tractors must be farmer owned. 


2. Contest limited to rubber tired wheel type tractors. 


we 


Contestants may not use chains or any other device on the tires to aid traction. 


dX 


All tractors will pull to a dynamometer. 


5. Tractors must be weighed, Friday, Sept. 12, at 10:00 a.m., at Normantown 
Elevator. The tractor weight is to include the operator. Weight ticket given to 
Superintendent. Gas and oil tanks and radiator filled. 


6. Tractors must not use dual wheels. 


7. All tractors must be submitted to the Specification Committee for approval 
before entering contest. 

8. All tractors must have a motor similar to original factory equipment (check 
with Specification Committee). 

9. No tractor will be allowed to use a transmission geared lower than original 
factory transmission. 

10. All tractors must be two wheel drive, no four wheel drives. 


11. Drawbars must not be lower than 74 inches minimum for ground clearance for 
swing of dynamometer or higher than 18 inches above the ground. 


12. Driver must remain on tractor seat during pull. 
13. No tractor driver under 16 years of age will be permitted. 


14. The Plowing Match Association is in no way responsible for any accidents 
which might occur in connection with this contest. 


15. The contest will be conducted with a Dillon Tractor Dynamometer. Winner 
will be determined by the ratio of the pounds of pull to weight of the tractor as ex- 
pressed in percentage. Example: Pull 4000 Ibs., weight of tractor 5000 Ibs.— 
80.00% of pull. 


16. Front wheels of tractor must not leave ground. The pull will be stopped the 
moment the front wheels leave the ground or the rear wheels begin to slip or spin 
and the reading will be taken at that moment. 
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- - - in and about Wheatland the 
Aurora Beacon-News is a member of 


nearly every household. 


..- full market reports; complete 


and latest news of the world, and the 


intimate touch of neighborhood hap- 


penings satisfy every family. 
. . . the Beacon-News sweepstake 
cup has for years been the trophy of 


the prize plowmen. 


